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Deaf Comradc Beharry,

You will recall that the Ministerial

1959

THUNDEK

Council

met yesterday and we attempted to have a frank dis-

-gssion with you on the

obvious unsat:sfactory

state of affairs concerning you and the Party. You

atormed us that you w

€IC not prepared to talk to

all of your ministerial colleagues, but insisted on

PRESS RELEASES

| On the question of controiing
VOU: press reports, you know that
that was necessary due to the in.
dccurate and misleading  inferma-
tion you were giving (o the press,

ralking to the Leader in private Xhou have suggested that this was
through jea lousy That could

oo be true. We as a party are

This we permitced, though we voiced our EF o happy to  get things done
gbrections and Smtfdfthat an open and frank . for the country, for sucn
Jiscussion AMalg all o usf “{35 the only correct ! . achrevements reflect favor-
rocedure. Since you refused, we reluctantly Ably £ N iy Sl
Jlowed the private discussions and anticipated ( + 10T theparty, fow
hat when you and the leader returned, we ! ever, when you embarrass
would then discuss the problem before us. which ! ‘ ' the Party by giving the

consisted mainly of vour refusal to work in
harmony with us and to accept the discipline

of the Party, Party democracy and

Jecisions.

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY |

We warted for vou to return,
-ut you did not. Therefore, I
ake thus opportunity of discussing
with vou by letiter some of the
alegations you put (o the party
Leader You alleged that vou
&¢re subjected to cstalinist’ con
o] and could not excrcise vour
*ul. I have bad the necessity more
zan once to rem'nd you that 1
idnot think vou fuliv under-
Dod  waat  parliamentary  and
;4lly government meaant.

We have on more than one oc
son furnished vou with ex-
-'s from texrs on rar’iamentary

-ament 1 England where 1t
* made clear that ministerial
-<°- Gsicility means that ministers
#'d one view after decisions are
~-2- :d and do not separate them
~-v¢S irom such decisions. You
".‘Je 911 more than on2 occasion
T=22 it clear to persons that al-
h;f:-:3~ the Executive Coundil
r:n"“ﬁd? a decision, you did not
[;;»3: Inat is not the practise n
% UK, the U.S.A. por should

n ‘3.: ! - -
- {iC practisein B.G.

JIMPLE TRUTHS

Ve
_ ﬁ:lg)alitcrs *ork with each other
. c‘fm cach other. Achieve-

* DY minister are the ac.

" & of the Party 10 which
1;39@3. These <imple truths
:rh: DOt et absorped, I
m-m}ou are relauvely new
. tment, and rose rapid-
liz:,_-c',.kpany’ and <o 1t is under-
o that you may p t have
B af{g}d some of these things
" 18 months. it is time
, _h‘{qnﬁd that we capnot win
Our peopic if we are di-

majority

-l

pr ss misleading informa-
tion, 1t can only harm
the movement.

!
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Mr., Edward Beharry, former Minister of Nztural Resources, has
made allegations of dictatdrship against the People’s Progressive

Party.

On this page Thundevr publishes a letter to Mr Beharry

from the General Secretary of the Partv, dated April 6, 1959. }

———
vided, 1f one minister thinks of
himself as separated from the
others, as apart from the Party that
put him there,

[t vou fzel that so called *Stalinist’
control 1s being c¢xercised and is
incorrect. let me remind vou of the
occasions in which 11 was necess-
ary 1o use dgisciphine n o order
thet vou abide by party policy,

SMALL MILLS

A case in point 1S the question
of the compulsory closure of small
rice mills in the areas of Central
Mills. I kpow vou felt strongly on
thar issue and were vehemently 10
favour of the compulsory closure
of such miils. The matter was
put to the General Council or the
Pazty which voted against the com
rulsory closure of small mills.

Party democracy was such thar
wken vou voiced vour strong
disapprbval of this decision, you
awere allowed to have the matter
recommitted at a subsequent meet
ing of the General Council.
Again, the General Council en-
unciated clearly its decision not
to close down small @lls as you
had proposed. In spite of the
rwice enunciated decision of the
Genrral Council of the P PP,
you attempted 10 have jour own
way. It was on that 0C<asion
that the <o cailed 'stalxplst con-
trol  overfyou was exercised and
vou were told in no upceridid
term: that you had to follow the
decision of tbe General Coupc.l.

MISLEADING
INFORMATION

For exampie, take the [mbai-
mid; issue, Ccmrade Benn had
been to you om more than one
cccasion asking that the lands be
opened for the mipers. 7You did
notning about 1t, Whin beasked
yvou o recerve a delegauion, | was
icformed that vou treated the de.
legation roughly ard refused them
their request. I even had a
per-tion from the mipers protest-
iILg vour attitude and did my best
(o ease the situation without 1n
anyv  way  COMPpIOIMISICE  }Lur
pos1tion

All of a sudden we sawa .bi2
newspaper headline that you were
giving out the landsto ths mipers
for mining purposes. You told
us that vou were obliged to do} so
because yoL were
tte muDers assoclaliom Wwas
going 1o picket vou at the minis-
terial buildings. To this day vou
have pot takem amy 2action on
opening such lands and we are
suil waiung for you to put 10to
motion the Intention vou an-
gounced > long ago.

PHONIES

Coftanniv that o> mususing the
press. Certainly 1t puts the Party
in an embarrassing position, The
Imbaimidi  issue 1s one of many,
Many of the newspaper bjurbs
abzat land  distnbution, vou uand

jnformed that
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I know, were phonies. Ton con.
trol  ydur irresponsible handouts
to the press was to protect the
Party, and not, as you sugges:.
10 supress your gi:ory and achieve-
ments.

You allege that the Party Leader
dominates thz Partvy and that |his
word 13 law. You forget that b
has been appointed Part; ieader
beciuse of confidence in  bim.
There 15 no doubt that most
people respec- his views ard thin¥
seriously over the points ko puis
forward. However, it do=s pot
miean that what he wiskes is law.
which vou suggest, May I giv-
an example?

MINISTERIAL
SALARIES

To the Exscutive and Genzral
Council on three ozcasjons w2
nave brought the issuz of reduc
uon of ministerial salaries, The
Party [ eader spoke fuily in favour
of such reducuon, yet members
on three occasions voted it down.
At Congress, another mo:ion for

a reduction of Ministerial  salar-
1S was agaitn brought forward.

He spoke strongly 1o {avour of
this and ver it was voted down.
You wil remember the thres
ccastons in Execuuve Commir-
t¢e and Generai Counal well
stnce you were opposed to the
reducuon of the minmistenial salar
1es. In this case, the demececrauc
decision of the Execurivz was in
favour of your views, so I cannot
see how vou can charge the Party
w1ita berng undemocratic,

UNFOUNGED
ALLEGATION

You alleged to the Party Leader
that Comrade Beaon and [ are
undermimng  vour pos;tion  and
carrying a whispering czmpaign
agamst vou, That 1s not true,
We have bien exirzmelv provoked
on many occasions by things vou
have said and done buot we have
never been disloval o vou. I
can recall ob tha same Imbaimi-
di  1ssue, Comrade Benon was
told by one of the miners that
you were behaving hke a traud,
and he defended vou comple-

tely, even though he knew
that you had not acted cor-
rectiy.

Only a few davs ago, I re-
ccived a letter from a cons
stituent  of yours blaming
you for neglect of their 13-
terests. | rephied and made
t clear that they had nad

continued on page 6)
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cause to blame you and that To use the oh
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